Mo Tavakolian is universally recognized as an integral
farca on the Imarnational wrestling scene. His global
accomplishments, whather on bahall of seasonad
Chympla wrestlers or young children experiencing
our sport for the first time, sernve as a world-wide
commemaoration to the graat sport of wrestling. Wrastling
federations throughaut the world attest to Mo's impact in
advancing our sport and enhancing opportunitias for
wrestling participants all over the globe.

Ma came to the United States in 1986, He wrestled at
Great Neck South High School on Long Isiand whera he
earnad the Student Scholar Athlete of the Year Award in
1984, This was an extraordinary accomplishment
becausa he did not know any English when he arrived,
only eight years prior to receiving this honor.

Mo began his collagiate wrestling career at Hofstra
University under Long Islands nationally acclaimed
coach, Tom Ryan, He transferred to Hunter College
alter two years and was the Metropolitan Conference

runner-up in 1998 and was also a Trenton Open
Champion. Mo maintained his affilation with Hunter
College and served as the assistant wrasling coach from
2000-2003.

He continued to improve his wrestling skills at the Mew
York Athletic Club, serving as vice president of the NYAC
since 2010. The desire to compete culminated in back-
to-back Veteran MNational Championships in 2009 and
2010, He also earnad a spol on the USA vateran world
team and competed in Hungary in 2012,

Beat the Streats Wrestiing, Inc. recently elected Mo to
its Board of Trustees. Mo co-founded the Living Your
Dream Schalarship Fund, which provides needed
financial assistance 10 a college bound Beal the Streets
athlete. He is also a prolific fundraiser for Baat the Streets
helping to ensure that all have an opportunity to
participate in the sport of wrestling. Mao's assistance is
nol limited 1o New York ity youth. In order to betler serve

the disadvantaged wrestling youth of the world, Mo
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founded a global outreach program that supplies wrastiing
shoes and gear to remaote reglons of the world such as
Iran, Brazil, Bulgaria and Romania.

Ma's actions on the intermational stage have been at

the forefront of our sport. His relationship with Iran has
bean crucial in convincing Iran to compete in the United
States. The most crucial effort may have been the halp
he provided in bringing Iran to the Beat the Streets Gala
avant, Rumble on the Rails, in 2013. Olympic wrestling's
life was at stake that year and the ability to demonsirate
a Lnity across nations was paramount in demaonstrating
to the Internaticnal Olympie Commitiee (10C) the
importance of wrestling.
Parhaps the graatest honor bastowed upon Ma has been
his invitation to the White House in Apnl of 2016. Mo was
named “A prominent Iranian-American Making a
Difference”. Mo Tavakolian s certainly desarving of this
highly exclusive honor, We are proud to konar him far his
tireless efforts on behall of the world-wide wrestling
community and welcomea Mo Tavakolian into the Mational
Wrastling Hall of Fame.




